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"THE CURRICULUM: MISALIGNMENT OR "MISSED-
ALIGNMENT?"
Ronnie Wooten
Associate Professor of Music 
Northern Illinois University
"Many times, the curriculum in our educational institutions teaches from a 
perspective that is often insensitive and/or biased towards the students who sit in the 
classrooms each day. As the population of our society and certainly that of our 
schools become more and more diverse each year, attention to this matter cannot be 
left to chance."
In schools at every level across this country and elsewhere, curriculum is heavily 
dominated and influenced by Western cultural, philosophical, and performance practices. 
Most schools use the "Western ideal" as the standard by which most curricular issues are 
decided and/or implemented. It is imperative in the new millennium that those of us 
charged with the responsibility of classroom teaching must be about the business of 
curriculum and proper curriculum alignment. Many times, the curriculum in our 
educational institutions teaches from a perspective that is often insensitive and/or biased 
towards the students who sit in the classrooms each day. As the population of our society 
and certainly that of our schools become more and more diverse each year, attention to 
this matter cannot be left to chance.
We do not have to look very hard to find curricula that when weighed in the balance-are 
more often than not found wanting. Many educators and educational psychologists have 
provided research, which supports the critical need for change in this area. Curricular 
problems can be found at a variety of levels, in a variety of situations, and in a variety of 
disciplines. Not only are they found in many of the materials available for classroom 
usage, but also in the manner that teacher-training institutions prepare our future teachers. 
In spite of the myriad demographic changes that we are currently witnessing in this 
country and around the world, many of these institutions do a negligible job of preparing 
prospective teachers who are capable of teaching and/or creating curriculum that is 
appropriately aligned. This is no small task, however, there are issues that must be 
addressed so that our school curricula are not misaligned and certainly not "missed 
aligned".
I can refer you to numerous scholarly books from my chosen discipline that describe any 
non- Western-based materials in terms such as "primitive", "barbaric", "unsophisticated", 
"simple", "noise", or just plain "ugly". A large number of these books do not even 
mention this information at all. The same holds true for other disciplines, and some 
disciplines lend themselves more readily to curricular alignment and issues of inclusion. 
In this country it is generally assumed that the right to education is universal (a common 
misconception). Common sense tells me that if the right to education is indeed 
"universal", then who am I with my Western prejudice, to say that anything in the 
curriculum which espouses a non-Western focus is "primitive", unsophisticated, or 
"barbaric"? In my mind, this type of commentary from "trained" and "educated" persons 
does not indicate a fundamental mind set for universal education, and could hearken a 
return to the day when education was for "the classes" of people, and not for "the masses" 
of people. My point here is this-if education is indeed a universal right and I guess on 
some level it probably is-then we should not impose cultural standards in regards to 
curricular issues that neither suit nor serve the students who must sit before us in the 
classroom each day. Is it possible to create curricula that are not misaligned? I believe so, 
and while no curriculum is perfect in every regard, there is much that we can do to 
eliminate the misalignment that we often find and hopefully eliminate the instances of 
"missed-alignment" as well.
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